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ART and SCIENCE

Visual representations of plants are shown in different ways,
for different purposes. In field guides, botanists tend to prefer line
drawings over an actual photo of a plant. The line drawing is
preferred because an exemplar can be drawn, with details that
might not be visible in a photo. While nothing captures the true
dynamics of a plant better than the living plant itself, a photo can
capture one moment in the plant’s life. Another way of capturing a
likeness of a plant is through the use of nature prints. In a nature
print, a part of the plant, such as the leaf, is actually printed, with
the other parts, like the flower, drawn in. Often nature prints are
then given color, such as the water colors in the Nourse
Sketchbook, a sketchbook done by the Nourse Family between the
years of 1841-1846. The sketchbook is housed in the Library of
Virginia’'s Special Collections. Yet another method is a preserved
plant specimen in a herbarium. An example of this would be the
preserved Virginia plant specimens of John Clayton, which are
currently housed in a herbarium of his work in London’s Museum
of Natural History.

Following are samples of all four methods- line drawings,
photographs, nature prints and photos taken of preserved plant
specimens. Most of the line drawings come from The English
Herbal, a beautifully preserved book published in 1710, and which
Is housed in the Library of Virginia's Special Collections. Nature
prints are taken from the the Nourse Sketchbook, and Clayton’s
specimens are used as they were available. These can be studied
for comparison, and enjoyed for their beauty.

INDEX of PLANT REPRESENTATIONS:

Birdweed (Polygonum aviculare)- John Clayton Specimen #382
Birdweed (Polygonum aviculare)- Nourse Sketchbook Painted Nature print
Birdweed (Polygonum aviculare)- photograph

Birdweed (Polygonum aviculare)- Saimon’s Herbal line drawing
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Milkweed (Asclepias tuberose)-John Clayton Specimen #83

Milkweed (Asclepias tuberose)- Nourse Sketchbook Painted Nature print
Milkweed (Asclepias tuberose)- photograph
Milkweed (Asclepias tuberose)- Salmon’s Herbal line drawing

Thorn-apple (Datura stramonium)- Berlin University Herbarium Specimen
Thorn-apple (Datura stramonium)-Nourse Sketchbook Painted Nature print
Thorn-apple (Datura stramonium)-photograph

Thorn-apple (Datura stramonium)- Salmon’s Herbal line drawing

Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)-Herbarium specimen

Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)-Nourse Sketchbook Painted Nature print
Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)- photograph

Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)- Salmon’s Herbal line drawing

Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum)-Herbarium Specimen

Wild Geranium(Geranium maculatum)-Nourse Sketchbook Painted Nature print
Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum)-photograph

Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum)- line drawing

Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)-Herbarium Specimen

Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)- Nourse Sketchbook Painted Nature print
Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)-photograph

Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)- Salmon’s Herbal line drawing

Cat Mint (Nepeta cataria)- John Clayton Specimen # 437

Cat Mint (Nepeta cataria)- Nourse Sketchbook Painted Nature print
Cat Mint (Nepeta cataria)-photograph

Cat Mint (Nepeta cataria)- line drawing

Virginia Thistle (Cirsium Virginianum)- John Clayton Specimen # 193
Virginia Thistle (Cirsium Virginianum)- Nourse Sketchbook Painted Nature print
Virginia Thistle (Cirsium Virginianum)- photograph

Virginia Thistle (Cirsium Virginianum)- Salmon’s Herbal line drawing
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Birdweed (Polygonum aviculare
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Birdweed (Polygonum aviculare)

Nourse Sketchbook from the The Highlands,
1841-1846, Library of Virginia Special Collections
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Birdweed (Polygonum aviculare)
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Birdweed (Polygonum aviculare)
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Milkweed (Asclepias tuberose
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Milkweed (Asclepias tuberose)
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Milkweed (Asclepias tuberose)
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Milkweed (Asclepias tuberose)
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Thorn-apple (Datura stramonium)
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Thorn- apple (Datura stramonlum)

Nourse Sketchbook from the The Highlands,
1841-1846, Library of Virginia Special Collections
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Thorn-apple (Datura stramonium)
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Thorn-apple (Datura stramonium)
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Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)-
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Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)-
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Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)-
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Snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus)-
Snap Dragon Wild leffer.
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Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum)

#785

Geranium maculatum
Wild Geranium
11" X 14

Erika Sonder's Portable Herbarium Plant Catalog - D-H
portableherbarium.com
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Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum)
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Wild Geranium (Geranium maculatum)

Geranium maculatum L
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Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)
#469
Thymus vulgaris argenteus
Thyme
31K 3

Erika Sonder's Portable Herbarium Plant Catalog - T-Z
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Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)

L4
i | i ‘:' . b ._'
Im:ﬁ " G lz-f"’.:._' P T = -"-‘-"'{‘.""""‘f-..
| .
e e ./' :",.'--;' P 5 - 5 . . e f.;:;__ £
Nourse Sketchbook from the The Highlands, L1sraRY W

1841-1846, Library of Virginia Special Collections R VIRGINIR



ANNE &RYLAND | TE ACHER

WN ENRICHMENT
FUND

AT THE LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA

) Ay
Florafinder.com

LIBRARY .
or VIRGINIA



ANNE&RYLAND [ TEACHER
ENRICHMENT

o 255

AT THE LIBRARY OF WIRGINIA

Thyme (Thymus vulgaris)

Thyme Garden, common.
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Cat Mint (Nepeta cataria)
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Cat Mint (Nepeta cataria)
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Virginia Thistle (Cirsium Virginianum)
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Virginia Thistle (Cirsium Virginianum)
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Virginia Thistle (Cirsium Virginianum
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Virginia Thistle (Cirsium Virginianum)
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